Different shades of green

at Green Week

Around B0 organisations, from diverse backgrounds and serving
different interests, have set up shop in Green Week's exhibition areas.
And it is more than green groups out in force!

The Green Wieek exhibdtion space
an the st and second lleoar 15
whire  the nabwarking
takes place, The many Ehoesands
al dielegates mingle and axchandgs
bl and best practices o help
with current and luluwre propects
almed al mamstreaming bednoer-

SEFIGUS

Sty malters

Uue 1o overwhalming  interest
in exhibiting and Dimdted Space,
the Commissien hiad o whitdle
down the applications and find
a balance  bebween  dilferent
stakehalders and regons, Fur-
thermore, || logoked at the rele-
vance al the application to the
Blodiversity themae, as well as the
artginalily and interactivity al the
sland comnompl

Groups such as the World Canger-
vatian Union, whose missson 15 (o
halp societies presers the inbeg-
ity and diversdy of nature, <an bae
lound alongside the Indernationad
Fumd for Snirval SWaellare, which
prodects wild and damestic anemals
araund thae world

From boron
to biodiversity

Further along, woud sill Tieed G
EURDSITE and GreenFacts stands
The lormer 6 the largest nadwork
ol arganisations deveded 1o nature
conserdalion managemend across
Eurape, while GresnFacks makes
camplex health and enviFgnamant
subjects comprehensible lor non-
spiecialists, || has & wide rangs ol

WHAT'S GOING ON?

lwct shinls avadlable an-line, Irom
lesheries and Huaride b9 beron and
Ibycd bt ey,

Dther green groups of the Char-
lemagne building include BirdLife
Internatianal, whase partnership
of arganisations exdtends o owver
100 cauntries and sirives nod only
o protect brds and their hakiads,
butl alsa glabal bisdiversity as a
whole, 'Workmg wath people To-
wiards sustainability o Uhe use o
nalural resources” sums up Bird-
Liber's milssion

To the business

Also manmndng stands am groups
like Graan 10 - the G of environ-
mantal MEDE - srganic Larming

Hahitat locs is 3 major problam for species like Hiis European wiite-failed aagle

maviemaents, reglanal and national
afronmienlal prodgrammes, busk-
unbsersdies,  Rederalions,

TS IS,

ausocialmng, and mare

Misltimadionals  such &5 BASEF,
lowata, Undever and Haonda ame a
stoma’'s throw fram regional stake-
holdiers like the Swedish Forest

Agency. the Spanish Celatean
Sociely and the [talian region o
Abruzzo, Other reglonal achors al-
tendmg include the Yaung Farmaers
Association o Andalusia, the Lat-
wian Country Touresm Association,
Croatia s State nstitube Tor Malure
Prodection, and unksersilies Trom
Swoaden and Groasce,
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Changing behaviour

Cocktails at the Institute

Tenight's Welcome Cocktadl takes place in 3 most appropriate places
the Reral Belgian Instiute of Matural Science. Tha instituke and its im=
pressive musswm are dadicated to invastigating our planet and the |ite
uwpan it bs activities Include climate monkoring, nature consarvancy,
zoalogical and gealogical research, And, of coursa, the muszum holds

a leading position in the figld of anthropology and prahistory

The Cocktail is hostad by the Envirenment DG after first day’s ses-
sians end [starting at 18:15] and the ventue is at rue Vautier 2%, very
close te the Eurcpean Parliarment building m Bressels

Green Talk

Wednesday's evening activity is 'Grean Talk™. Thia has become an an-
nad part of Green Week and iz dedicated to getting te the heart of
leonireversiall Bsues relating to the emirenment and sustainable
davelaprnent.

This yaar, the subjact for discuession s the provacative question: Is
the EL gaod for bindversity? Speakers inclede Chris Davies, MEP
from the European Liberals, Grean MEFP Bart Staes, Prof Ernst
Ulrich won Welzsdcker, chairman of the Bundestag Committes on
Ervirnnmant, Mature Conseration and Mueclear Safety, and from
the Ethiopian Environmemtal Protection guothority Tewelds Barham
Gabra Egziabher

Greening our cities

This all-day, high-lewel summit is being organised by Friends of
Eurnpe, the leading Brussals-hased think-tank, on Wednesday in
the Résidence Palace, M will sxamine envimnmental prierities for
urkan communitias,

In threse seccions, the summit brings together & wide spectrum of
stakeholders to look af the reabties of the urban ervirenment and the
implications for existing aned future ransport policy, waste 1man e -
ment and the role of corsummer behawiour, Do cleaner cities hold the
key to ELL air pollution goals? Haow can the challange of urban waste be
tackled? How can consurmers be turmed into erviranrmentalists?

The many speakers include Jacgueline McGlade of the European
Envirenment Agency, and Bruna Tobback, the Belgiam Environm ent
Minister. The summit is co-ocroanised by the censumer goods
company Unilewar with the suppert of wehicla-maker Yobo.

- a necessary step

It is clear that individual behaviour patterns need to change if we are
to protect our environmental heritage for future generations.

We already know how some of the choices we make in our daily lives
affect climate change and pollution - and thus, indirectly, biediversity.
There are, however, some perhaps unexpected ways we can help...

Demand for woed preducts and grazing land for meat preduction leads ho forest
chaarir and bloovearsidy loss

W urgendly naed lo re-evalwale ho
war Do and Che cheoboes wie make,
Iram moderating waber and energy
consurmplion, bebuy ing eco-apprawid
praducts and participating sctivaly in
recycling initladives, In small weays,
avery day, wie can halp redisce ouwr
impasct an the arvirammeant

Ihierie are rmany factors influenc-
ing Bladiversily loss, In Euvrape, The
loss and fragmendation of nalural
habitals through infense dieselop-
ment 5 & mapor threal, Invasie
transport nebworks and Inbenses
agriculiural practices are bul two
aamples of & growing Lst of bao-
dwersity challenges

Howr can we halp? Apart from the
mare abwious suggestlons  men-
el abowe, how aboul becaming
invohvid Ina local nalure conser-
watian moverment? By getting bed-
ter infermed oo the bladiversity
hadbenudas in you area, you will b
batber able (o help, Choosing what

to plant In your garden to make
moarg attracinee (o berds and wild-
lihe, making your own compost o
rieducing yaur wse of pastichdaes and
ather chemicals by choosing eco-
Irendly solutions all help as well

A meaty 1ssue

In s condexd, & reoend Dutch study’
paints 19 one - perhaps unexpected
- way inwhich change could lighten
the enarenfmantal burdan
consumpdian, The stedy reports
that the worlds maal consumplion
has mcreased exponentially inothe
past S0 years, fram an estimated 45
o 231 Billion kiles per pear. Whilst
part ol this 5 doe o populatian
aprieedthe, et of Uher it roase Con B
pull down o changing eabing babils

izl

Ihis has led o moreasmgly mben-
shvir Bormes of agriculiure, taking over
lwrger and Larger arsss al land o
grazng and the cultrsation of crops
napded bor animal ked - somie b5
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al glabal ceresl production and 7%
ol s producticn goes ust 0 feed-
ity Nivies bk Lamd clisaring lor agri-
culiure or lvestack 15 confinuing bo
wil par ol prasvicusly natucal habitals -
and wath tham species of bath planis
and animals. This & particularky iroe
in e densiebaping world whe e dabar-
aslation is causing a whole range ol
erviranmental proflems

Thetr Ddch stedy 15 backed up by
an EU Jaint Hesearch Cantre shody
which considers meal production
a% ond af the three human aciee-
ities with the greatest environmedn-
tal impact, dlong with construction
and road bamlding
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