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In 2003, GreenFacts evolved from being a project to becoming a recognized organization.  It 
was not just a transition in vocabulary; GreenFacts members, staff and partners began to see 
the organization as playing a role, being involved and becoming a leader in science communi-
cation to non-specialists.  Some highlights included: 
 

• GreenFacts now has six studies on-line (climate change, endocrine disruptors, diox-
ins, power lines, aspartame and forests), with four more in the latter stages of the 
publication process due on-line before the summer; 

• The GreenFacts website is now available in English, French and Spanish; it is 
planned to translate it in 2004 in German and hopefully in Italian and Dutch as well;  

• The readership of www.GreenFacts.org has increased exponentially, from 1 000 vis-
its per month in Jan 2003 to 10 000 visits per month in Dec. 2003; 

• In October, GreenFacts held its first annual conference, drawing more than 100 sci-
ence communicators to the Atomium in Brussels to discuss how to convey science 
into policy; at this occasion, the website www.GreenFacts.org was officially 
launched; 

• GreenFacts was selected to serve on the Consultative Forum for the European 
Commission Environment and Health Strategy (SCALE); 

• A membership structure was developed and launched in October, 2003;  
• In January 2003, the design of the www.GreenFacts.org website was renewed, and in 

September, 2003, a new version of www.GreenFactsFoundation.org was published;  
• The membership to GreenFacts Foundation and to the Scientific Board increased 

considerably. The office staff has grown to six employees and contractees in 2003.  
 
GreenFacts also began to draw attention and gain recognition in 2003: 
 

• Several organizations (including international ones such as the European Commis-
sion, IUCN, WBCSD, EurActiv, ENN…) have written articles on GreenFacts; 

• The number of websites linking to GreenFacts is rising fast (about 150 to date); 
most of these links are now coming spontaneously; 

• Institutions are approaching GreenFacts to see how their Three-Level Structure can 
help in communicating their scientific information; 

• GreenFacts is beginning to partner up and take a leadership position with other or-
ganizations involved in science communication. 

 
2004 will be the year of transition: 
 

• With the number of studies now available, GreenFacts is fast becoming a point of 
reference for non-specialists seeking information on environment and health issues; 

• GreenFacts Foundation asbl will move from the benefit of being funded essentially 
through Solvay’s patronage, to a more diversified resource base. 

• GreenFacts will have become internationalized and institutionalized enough to play 
a significant leadership role in the field of science communication. 

 
 
Jacques de Selliers 
General Manager 
GreenFacts Foundation asbl 

2003—From Project to Reality 



The past year saw significant developments in the number of studies on-line and refinements 
of the publication process, including a better designation of the roles of the GreenFacts Sci-
entific Board, Board of Directors and Management team.  
 
After development and publication of the Climate Change prototype study in 2002, the sec-
ond half of 2003 saw the initiation and production of a large number of studies.  At the time 
of the publication of this report, the following studies have been put on-line as drafts: 
 
·    Endocrine Disruptors, a summary by Dr Sue Barlow of the IPCS 2002 assessment. 
·    Power Lines, a summary by Dr Luc Verschaeve of the IARC 2002 evaluation. 
·    Aspartame, a summary by Prof Buc Calderon of the EC 2002 SCF update. 
·    Dioxins, a summary by Dr Ludo Holsbeeck of the WHO-IPCS 1998 assessment.  
·    Water Disinfectants,  a summary by Dr John Fawell of the IPCS 2000 EHC-216 
 
Also the draft of a study on Forests and Forestry was completed. Unlike the other studies 
which are faithful summaries of recognized reference documents, this study is based on a 
compilation made by a forestry expert, Dr Nicholas Menzies. Because of this methodological 
difference, it was decided to publish it on an independent website: www.forestfacts.org.  
 
Studies soon to be available on-line include Arsenic, Boron, and Mercury.  By the end of 
2004, GreenFacts will have also finalized work on studies on Cadmium, Tobacco, Fluoride 
and Flame Retardants, and possibly on other topics, including GMOs and fisheries.   
 
A lot of experience was gained in producing the studies. The process for producing them 
and the respective roles of the Scientific Board, Management team and Board of Directors 
are now better defined in the new “Règlement d’Ordre Intérieur” submitted to the 2004 
General Assembly. 
 
To improve the preparation and production of the documents, the GreenFacts scientific 
team was augmented in 2003 with the employment of Stéphanie Mantell as Publications 
Manager and Nicolás Honorato as Science Editor.  The role of the Publications Manager is 
to ensure a timely production of quality studies, following the GreenFacts publication proc-
ess, and to manage the contacts with the Scientific Board.  The Science Editors are responsi-
ble for the management of the preparation of the studies, from the preliminary canvas to the 
review and website publication, including the links and glossary. 
 

The studies: Coming out fast 

Scientific Board: growing 
GreenFacts Scientific Board has grown, thanks the eminent membership of Professor Pedro 
Buc Calderon (UCL), Professor Corrado Galli (University of Milano), Dr Richard Helmer 
(WHO), Dr Ludo Holsbeek (VUB), Professor Colin Janssen (UG), Dr Douglas McGregor 
(IARC), Professor Hubert Thierens (UG) and Professor Luc Verschaeve (VITO, UIA).  
 
After the departure of Professor Mercier, Professor Walter Hecq (ULB) accepted to tempo-
rarily resign from the Board of Directors to replace him “ad interim” as President of the Sci-
entific Board. A new President will be elected at the Scientific Board meeting on 16 March 
2004. We would like to express to Professor Hecq our gratitude for his outstanding achieve-
ments during this interim. 



A special thank you 
In 2000, the idea of creating an organization that could take scientific documents and faith-
fully translate them into a language accessible for non-specialists was developed by Jacques 
de Selliers and Jacques de Gerlache.  They then obtained full funding from the Solvay Ex-
ecutive Committee for three years; such a commitment was necessary to ensure that Green-
Facts could develop properly without any financial risks or insecurity. 
 
This stable financial framework enabled GreenFacts to develop without having to cut cor-
ners. The formation of the boards, the web structure, the publication process and the long-
term funding and membership strategies have now been put into place in a professional 
manner.  This could not have been done without the solid, medium-term support and long-
term vision of the Solvay Group. 
 
During this period, Solvay has been the ideal founding sponsor – enabling GreenFacts to de-
velop and find the best route to achieve its objectives without interfering directly in the pro-
ject, its organization or its publications.  As GreenFacts moves from Solvay sponsorship to a 
diverse funding, and eventually outside of industry funding, there will always be an enor-
mous gratitude in GreenFacts to the Solvay management for creating the means for such a 
project to happen. 
 
GreenFacts also wishes to warmly thank the Ferrari Textiles Group and its CEO Romain 
Ferrari, who spontaneously offered GreenFacts a financial support in 2003 and was there-
fore our first sponsor outside of the Solvay Group. 
 

Translating science to non-specialists … 
to non-English speakers 

In 2003, the GreenFacts studies were not only available in clear English for non-specialists, 
but the website has been translated into French and Spanish as well.  The Spanish transla-
tion was made logistically possible with the employment of a native Spanish speaker as the 
GreenFacts Science Editor, Nicolás Honorato. 
 
Plans are underway to implement the German translation in 2004. We are also actively 
searching financing to translate the site into Italian and Dutch.  
 
This is part of the GreenFacts objective of making the best available science available to 
non-specialists.  Many scientific reports are often only available in English. While this may 
not be problematic for many members of the scientific community, for non-specialists from 
other countries, it is a further obstacle to their access to scientific information.  The Green-
Facts Three-Level Structure allows for the translation of only Level One and perhaps Level 
Two; this is much easier than translating the full scientific source document. 



Outlook 2004 : Leadership 
GreenFacts is beginning to take a leadership position in the field of science communication 
to non-specialists.  Central to this strategy is the continuous development and publication of 
GreenFacts studies, ensuring that the name GreenFacts is associated with clear, concise ac-
cessibility to authoritative scientific reference documents. It has set itself two major mile-
stones: 
 

• Publish at least twelve studies in 2004 
 

• Increase its readership fivefold, to over 50 000 visits per month in December 
 
As the GreenFacts website reaches a critical mass of publications on a wide range of envi-
ronment and health issues, it will be able to have a larger influence on policy debates.  
GreenFacts will continue to seek opportunities to ensure that scientific information is ade-
quately consulted in the decision-making process, as it is now doing with its participation to 
the EU Environment and Health Strategy (SCALE) Consultative Forum. 

GreenFacts wants to gain support with all 
environment and health stakeholder groups. 
While it is currently getting most of its finan-
cial support from industrial groups, it is 
presently seeking official recognition from 
international organizations and developing 
communication partnerships with several 
major environment and health NGOs. The 
GreenFacts Q-Box, designed in 2003 to en-
able members and partners to directly inte-
grate the GreenFacts study questions into 
their own websites, is becoming a great suc-
cess.  In the coming year, further uses of this 
and similar tools will be widely implemented. 
 
GreenFacts will continue to encourage dia-
logue between stakeholders, particularly 
among NGOs and industry, with scientific 
information serving as a common ground.  

 

This will be done through the stakeholder pre-reviews of the GreenFacts studies, round-
table discussions (Stakeholder Dialogues) and its annual conference.   
 
Once again, the GreenFacts conference will initiate discussion over the role of science in 
policymaking. This year’s annual conference (to be held towards the end of November) 
will be on the subject of the differences of scientific and political conceptions of risk per-
ception.   
 
2004 will also be a year of transition in the GreenFacts funding strategy.  GreenFacts will 
move from being fully funded by the Solvay Group, to a diversified funding structure, with 
the objective of being funded mainly by governments and institutions by the end of 2005.  
The coming year will be important for developing relationships at the institutional level. 



Vision 2005: publicly funded in 2005 
 
GreenFacts Foundation is adapting its fundraising strategy to rely mainly on institution and 
government funding by the end of 2005. Government administrators and policymakers not 
only need the GreenFacts non-specialist summaries for their own understanding of the is-
sues, but also require that the media and the public are able to understand the results of the 
scientific studies and risk assessments they produce.  Policymakers benefit the most when 
the scientific information on health and environment issues is properly communicated. 
 
The shift in the fundraising focus also addresses an important problem. It is sometimes seen 
that critics of scientific information on health and environment issues turn their focus on the 
source of the funding when other arguments fail. GreenFacts publications are faithful sum-
maries of authoritative scientific publications, written by independent experts in the field, 
pre-reviewed by NGO and industry representatives, peer reviewed by academics, and all of 
this under the supervision of an independent Scientific Board.  Despite all of this, Green-
Facts must ensure that the industrial part of its funding does not become an obstacle to the 
recognition of its publications and to the development of partnerships. 
 
Furthermore, one of GreenFacts’ missions is to ensure that science can serve as a common 
ground between the different actors in the debate.  If stakeholders from civil society, green 
NGOs and industry can agree on basic scientific facts, then debates on environment and 
health issues can be more rational, leading to sounder policies.  This requires that Green-
Facts can embrace all stakeholders in its organization, without its funding being an obstacle. 
 
This gives further resolve for the GreenFacts Foundation objective to become mainly 
funded by public institutions, foundation or through project funding by the end of 2005.  It 
is the belief that the project will succeed if all parties can be engaged in the process without 
any financial issues.  The GreenFacts membership structure will stay in place, but corporate 
membership contributions will gradually decrease as government contributions come in.  
 
However, most government and foundation funding programmes are for established and 
proven organizations and generally require at least three full years of existence. Therefore 
GreenFacts will still be depending largely on industry funding for the coming 18 months. 
 
 



FY 2003 FY 2002

RECETTES 210.125,00 € 137.649,63 €
7001 Cotisations 125,00 € 5,00 €
7000 Sponsorship 210.000,00 € 137.644,63 €

DEPENSES -185.119,44 € -94.031,87 €
6100 Loyer et charges 27.128,21 € 18.497,12 €
6122 Frais de bureau 8.144,48 € 12.304,22 €
6150 Publications 10.614,42 € 5.407,00 €
6123 IT 17.044,14 € 7.178,44 €
6143 Frais de voyage 8.064,66 € 4.757,71 €
6144 Frais de stage 8.251,50 € 0,00 €
6126 Registration Domain 2.281,41 € 1.483,66 €
6132 Honoraires 43.885,13 € 20.503,99 €

6151/6153 Documentation et séminaires 2.765,33 € 2.291,33 €
6152 Frais de représentation 7.695,71 € 9.179,13 €

Publications légales et Frais de constitution 0,00 € 1.010,66 €
6154 Events 11.785,08 € 0,00 €

62 Rémunérations 37.459,37 € 11.418,61 €

RESULTAT 25.005,56 € 43.617,76 €

PRODUITS FINANCIERS 488,54 € 797,91 €
7500

CHARGES FINANCIERES -689,39 € -297,61 €
6500

RESULTAT A AFFECTER 24.804,71 € 44.118,06 €

GREENFACTS FOUNDATION A.S.B.L.
COMPTE DE RESULTATS

AU 31 DECEMBER 2003 ET 2002
(tous les montants en EUR)



ACTIF FY 2003 FY 2002

ACTIFS IMMOBILISES 6.538,00 € 50,00 €

Immobilisations financières 6.538,00 € 50,00 €
200000

ACTIFS CIRCULANTS 89.047,92 € 68.874,83 €

Créances à un an au plus 30.250,00 € 18.150,00 €
400000 Clients 30.250,00 € 18.150,00 €

Valeurs disponibles 57.560,08 € 50.724,83 €
500000

Compte de régularisation 1.237,84 €
490000

TOTAL DE L'ACTIF 95.585,92 € 68.924,83 €

PASSIF FY 2002

CAPITAUX PROPRES 68.922,77 € 44.118,06 €
140000

Fonds Social 68.922,77 € 44.118,06 €

DETTES 26.663,15 € 24.806,77 €

Dettes à un an au plus 24.806,77 €
444000 Fournisseurs 15.009,18 € 4.577,27 €
450000 Impôts et charges sociales 11.653,97 € 20.229,50 €

TOTAL DU PASSIF 95.585,92 € 68.924,83 €

GREENFACTS FOUNDATION A.S.B.L.
BILAN APRES REPARTITION

AU 31 DECEMBER 2003 ET 2002
(tous les montants en EUR)



Fernand Maillard & C°
REVISEURS D’ENTREPRISES   -   BEDRIJFSREVISOREN   -   AUDITORS

N/ref. 04.2034 Greenfacts rapport commissaire 2003     Page 1 sur 2

Siège social / Maatschappelijke zetel : Avenue de Nivelles 107 – 1300 Wavre (Limal) – T / F : 010 41 19 28
Registre des personnes morales / Rechtspersonenregister :  Nivelles / Nijvel 0459528194

TVA / BTW : BE 459 528 194     Banque / Bank : 068-2198359-75

Société civile à forme commerciale de sprl
Burgerlijke vennootschap met handelsvorm van bvba

Rue de la Vignette / Kleine Wijngaardstraat 179 b 2 – 1160 Bruxelles / Brussel – T  02 673 22 22 – F  02 675 05 46

RAPPORT DU COMMISSAIRE SUR L’EXERCICE CLOTURE LE 31/12/2003
PRESENTE A L’ASSEMBLEE GENERALE  DES ASSOCIES DE L’ASBL
GREENFACTS FOUNDATION
(siège social : Boulevard Reyers 163 à 1030 Schaerbeek – Siège d’activité : rue des
Palais 44 à 1030 Schaerbeek)

Conformément aux dispositions légales et réglementaires, nous avons l’honneur de
vous faire rapport sur l’exécution de la mission de révision qui nous a été confiée
par l’assemblée générale.

Nous avons procédé à la révision des comptes annuels établis sous la
responsabilité du conseil d’administration de l’association, pour l’exercice se
clôturant le 31/12/2003 dont le total du bilan s’élève à € 95.585,92 et dont le compte
de résultats se solde par un boni de l’exercice de € 24.804,71 avant affectation.
Nous avons également procédé aux vérifications spécifiques complémentaires
requises par la loi.

ATTESTATION SANS RESERVE DES COMPTES ANNUELS

Nos contrôles ont été réalisés en conformité avec les normes de l’Institut des
Reviseurs d’Entreprises. Ces normes professionnelles requièrent que notre révision
soit organisée et exécutée de manière à obtenir une assurance raisonnable que les
comptes annuels ne comportent pas  d’inexactitudes significatives compte tenu des
dispositions légales et réglementaires applicables.

Conformément à ces normes, nous avons tenu compte de l’organisation de la
société en matière administrative et comptable ainsi que de ses dispositifs de
contrôle interne. Les responsables de l’association ont répondu avec clarté à nos
demandes d’explications et d’informations. Nous avons examiné par sondages la
justification des montants figurant dans les comptes annuels. Nous avons évalué le
bien-fondé des règles d’évaluation et des estimations comptables significatives
faites par l’association ainsi que la présentation des comptes annuels dans leur
ensemble.
Nous estimons que ces travaux fournissent une base raisonnable à l’expression de
notre opinion.

A notre avis, compte tenu des dispositions légales et réglementaires qui les
régissent, les comptes annuels clôturés au 31.12.2003 donnent une image fidèle du
patrimoine, de la situation financière et des résultats de l’association.
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ATTESTATIONS (ET INFORMATIONS) COMPLEMENTAIRES

Nous complétons notre rapport par les attestations (et informations)
complémentaires suivantes qui ne sont pas de nature à modifier la portée de
l’attestation des comptes annuels :

- L’association n’est pas soumise à l’obligation de soumettre un rapport de gestion
à l’assemblée générale.
- Sans préjudice d’aspects formels d’importance mineure, la comptabilité est
tenue et les comptes annuels sont établis conformément aux dispositions légales et
réglementaires applicables en Belgique.
- Nous ne devons vous signaler aucune opération conclue ou décision prise en
violation des statuts ou de la loi sur les associations sans but lucratif.  L’affectation
des résultats qui vous est proposée est conforme aux dispositions légales et
statutaires.

Bruxelles, le 18 février 2004.

S.C.P.R.L. Fernand Maillard,
Commissaire,
représentée par Fernand Maillard,
Reviseur.
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