


2002 was a year of important developments for GreenFacts Foundation asbl. After establish-
ing the management board structures at the end of 2001, work began on constructing the 
means for communicating science to non-specialists.   
 
• The template for the GreenFacts three-level structure was developed with the proto-

type study on Climate Change. It underwent a series of usability tests and design evolu-
tions.  The climate change draft was presented in June and published in October, after 
peer-review (with French and Spanish translations following suit). 

 
• The www.greenfacts.org website was released on-line in late spring, 2002, after ap-

proval from the annual general assembly in April.  
 
• The Scientific Board held its first annual general assembly in November 2002.  The 

board had developed well during this year, until the sudden illness of its president, Pro-
fessor Mercier, early in 2003, forced his resignation and necessitated a restructuring of 
the board and its role. 

 
• An accounting structure was established and a VAT number registered to enable 

GreenFacts Foundation to pursue its newly developed sponsoring policy. 
 
• A web-communications strategy was implemented following the employment of a web-

master, Mr Cédric Stevins. 
 
• The following GreenFacts studies were initiated: Power Lines, Endocrine Disruptors, 

Forestry, Lead and Cadmium. 
 
It was a dynamic year, with many innovative developments, and a lot of experience gained 
with the support of our two highly-committed boards and active members. GreenFacts is be-
coming well-established for communicating unbiased scientific information to non-
specialists in a manner that is efficient, effective and wide-reaching. 
 
2002 will not only be remembered as the year of developing structures, but also for the crea-
tion of a dynamic team which has jelled into an efficient office relying on an experienced 
support network. 2003 is proving to be a year of implementing and applying the results of 
this formative work, with several studies coming on-line and the means established for a 
membership network providing a diversified means of financial support.   
 
Jacques de Selliers 
General Manager 
GreenFacts Foundation asbl 

Introduction 



The studies are the mainstay of GreenFacts and the past year proved to be important in the 
direction, design and strategy for the studies. 
 
Some milestones:  
 
• 2002 saw GreenFacts publish its prototype study on climate change, based on the IPCC 

Third Assessment Report Summary for Policymakers. This document was an appropri-
ate first example, since the document represented, to a fairly strong degree, the present 
scientific consensus. It is quite complex and long (over 200 printed pages) and there-
fore rarely read by non-specialists, although widely referenced in the climate debates. 

 
• The usability studies, which also involved authors of the IPCC report, were extremely 

positive. For two years, the IPCC document had existed only in English, so the transla-
tions into French and Spanish were widely welcomed. 

 
• 2003 will see several studies published upon approval by the GreenFacts Scientific 

Board, including: Endocrine Disruptors, Forests, Dioxins, Lead, Power Lines, Cad-
mium, Arsenic and Fluorides. By the end of the year, GreenFacts should be identified 
as a valuable reference point for non-specialists looking for reliable information on en-
vironmental and health issues. 

 
• GreenFacts is in talks with the WHO to release non-specialist versions of some of their 

monographs at the same time as their documents are published. 
 
• The Scientific Board was created and its structures defined under the stewardship of its 

President, Professor Michel Mercier (founder of WHO’s International Programme for 
Chemical Safety). In November, 2002, the seven founding members attended the Scien-
tific Board’s first general meeting. Sadly, health problems early in 2003 forced Professor 
Mercier to resign. His enormous contributions were appreciated and his experience will 
be deeply missed. 

 
• Copyright policy was defined in 2002. Although GreenFacts uses documents in the 

public domain, it had to specify in detail its copyright policy, notably concerning the 
translations and re-diffusion of public documents by third parties. GreenFacts Founda-
tion enjoys a good relationship with international organizations who have welcomed 
this communication initiative. 

 
 

 
 

Studies 



Sponsoring 
“Multiple networks of stakeholder members dialoguing from the basis of science as the common ground”—
this is the added value GreenFacts can provide potential sponsors. The GreenFacts Founda-
tion boards worked together to define the following sponsorship strategy: 
 
• Funding would be for the GreenFacts Foundation and not for the GreenFacts studies 

in order to ensure the separation between content and money. 
 
• Develop a stakeholder membership structure, where corporate and association mem-

bers can network with NGOs, policymakers and journalists. 
 
• Structure a multi-sectored range of corporate members (with a larger number paying a 

more modest membership fee to create financial stability and remove the impression 
that the organization is representative of any particular industry or company). 

 
• Engage and involve the members before initiating a study and in the stakeholder review 

process (the pre-reviewing of the first draft). 
 
• Provide members with a means to network and dialogue with other stakeholders 

(through conference events, lunch seminars, matchmaker meetings).  
 
The long-term goal is to have corporate membership meeting 50% of the operational costs, 
with the balance coming from a diversified revenue stream which includes foundations, in-
stitutions and individual donations. 

Finance 
In 2002, GreenFacts Foundation developed a budget structure that united the requirements 
of a non-profit organization with the needs of business to be able to see effective results 
from their investment.   
 
Some highlights: 
 
• GreenFacts Foundation received a VAT number. This allows us to invoice for spon-

soring membership, where the supporting organization is able to claim full deductions 
on their expense accounting. With this application GreenFacts refunded, for example, 
its first sponsor Solvay 22 600€ in previously paid contributions. 

 
• GreenFacts developed a three-level analytical accounting method, with the first level 

meeting the Belgian requirements for non-profit declarations, a second level that con-
solidates all associated costs incurred by GreenFacts but accounted for through third 
parties (sponsors), and a third level, that attributes the costs to their appropriate cen-
tres. This third level, through the use of timesheets, will give, in the long term, poten-
tial sponsors a better idea of the real production cost per study. 

 
• Through certain personal and internal cut-backs, GreenFacts was able to come 30% 

under the 2002 budget while at the same time employing one extra person.  



GreenFacts Foundation uses the Internet to bridge the gap between science and the general 
public. It aims at cross communicating and developing new ways to bring science to non-
specialists on the Web. Our innovations have included: 

 
• A three-level structure that allows non-specialists to read shortened and simplified 

summaries of complex scientific texts, while having the credibility of verifying the au-
thoritative reference document with a simple click. 

 
The three-level structure also simplifies the costs and time delays for translations of the 
Level One summaries, where often the documents are only available in English. 
 

• A toolbox window, which enables the complex referencing and imaging of paper-
based scientific documents to be more easily readable on the Internet.  Graphs, tables, 
glossary definitions and references can be viewed on the side window, without hinder-
ing the view of the main text window. 

 
Developing visibility on the web has been a priority in 2002.  Although not yet launched by 
an official event, the GreenFacts website hit-rate has been increasing steadily through the 
following measures: 
 
• Developing a series of web-referencing applications to move the presence of our stud-

ies further up the search engine lists. 
 
• Making web-links partnerships with credible organizations. 
 
• Designing the GreenFacts Q-Box which enables other organizations to integrate the 

GreenFacts study FAQs directly into their own websites. 
 
2002 also showed progress in the traditional communications approaches.  GreenFacts has 
been very visible with stands and posters at events, speakers at conferences and an expand-
ing network of active members and supporters. 

Communications 



2003 is looking very interesting for the GreenFacts Foundation. It is certain that the organi-
zation will have multiplied significantly in the coming year in the following respects: 
 
• By the end of 2003, ten studies are expected to be on-line, with a publishing process 

becoming increasingly more polished. 
 
• GreenFacts Foundation will begin its membership drive in the autumn, with the finan-

cial integration of the members and the necessary diversification of its sponsorship ba-
sis by mid-2004.  

 
• The 2003 GreenFacts Conference (“Conveying Science into Policy”) will take place on 

October 16th, 2003, at the Atomium in Brussels. The event will officially launch the 
website as well as the membership drive. 

 
• The organization is increasingly internationalizing, with preliminary talks on-going with 

organizations from China, Poland and Brazil to provide structures for local-based ver-
sions of greenfacts.org. 

 
• GreenFacts Foundation staff is expected to grow during the coming year, with a full-

time scientist and assistant being employed in order to meet the increasing workload. 
 

Outlook 2003 



FY 2002

RECETTES 137 649,63 €
Cotisations 5,00 €
Sponsorship 137 644,63 €

DEPENSES -94 031,87 €
Loyer et charges 15 961,89 €
Frais de bureau 12 304,22 €
Publications 5 407,00 €
IT 7 178,44 €
Téléphone-Fax & frais postaux 2 535,23 €
Frais de voyage 4 757,71 €
Registration Domain 1 483,66 €
Honoraires 20 503,99 €
Documentation et séminaires 2 291,33 €
Frais de représentation 9 179,13 €
Publications légales et Frais de constitution 1 010,66 €
Rémunérations 11 418,61 €

RESULTAT 43 617,76 €

PRODUITS FINANCIERS 797,91 €

CHARGES FINANCIERES -297,61 €

RESULTAT A AFFECTER 44 118,06 €

GREENFACTS FOUNDATION A.S.B.L.
COMPTE DE RESULTATS
AU 31 DECEMBER 2002

(tous les montants en EUR)



ACTIF FY 2002

ACTIFS IMMOBILISES 50,00 €

Immobilisations financières 50,00 €

ACTIFS CIRCULANTS 68 874,83 €

Créances à un an au plus 18 150,00 €
Clients 18 150,00 €

Valeurs disponibles 50 724,83 €

TOTAL DE L'ACTIF 68 924,83 €

PASSIF FY 2002

CAPITAUX PROPRES 44 118,06 €

Fonds Social 44 118,06 €

DETTES 24 806,77 €

Dettes à un an au plus 24 806,77 €
Fournisseurs 4 577,27 €
Impôts et charges sociales 20 229,50 €

TOTAL DU PASSIF 68 924,83 €

GREENFACTS FOUNDATION A.S.B.L.
BILAN APRES REPARTITION

AU 31 DECEMBER 2002
(tous les montants en EUR)
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RAPPORT DU COMMISSAIRE SUR L’EXERCICE CLOTURE LE 
31/12/2002 PRESENTE A L’ASSEMBLEE GENERALE  DES ASSOCIES DE 
L’ASBL GREENFACTS FOUNDATION  
(siège social : Boulevard Reyers 163 à 1030 Schaerbeek – Siège d’activité : rue des 
Palais 44 à 1030 Schaerbeek) 
 
Conformément aux dispositions légales et réglementaires, nous avons l’honneur de 
vous faire rapport sur l’exécution de la mission de révision qui nous a été confiée 
par l’assemblée générale. 
 
Nous avons procédé à la révision des comptes annuels établis sous la responsabilité 
du conseil d’administration de l’association, pour l’exercice se clôturant le 
31/12/2002 dont le total du bilan s’élève à 68.924,83 € et dont le compte de 
résultats se solde par un boni de l’exercice de 44.118,06 € avant affectation. Nous 
avons également procédé aux vérifications spécifiques complémentaires requises 
par la loi. 
 
ATTESTATION SANS RESERVE DES COMPTES ANNUELS        
 
Nos contrôles ont été réalisés en conformité avec les normes de l’Institut des 
Reviseurs d’Entreprises. Ces normes professionnelles requièrent que notre révision 
soit organisée et exécutée de manière à obtenir une assurance raisonnable que les 
comptes annuels ne comportent pas  d’inexactitudes significatives compte tenu des 
dispositions légales et réglementaires applicables.  
 
Conformément à ces normes, nous avons tenu compte de l’organisation de la 
société en matière administrative et comptable ainsi que de ses dispositifs de 
contrôle interne. Les responsables de l’association ont répondu avec clarté à nos 
demandes d’explications et d’informations. Nous avons examiné par sondages la 
justification des montants figurant dans les comptes annuels. Nous avons évalué le 
bien-fondé des règles d’évaluation et des estimations comptables significatives 
faites par l’association ainsi que la présentation des comptes annuels dans leur 
ensemble. 
Nous estimons que ces travaux fournissent une base raisonnable à l’expression de 
notre opinion. 
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A notre avis, compte tenu des dispositions légales et réglementaires qui les 
régissent, les comptes annuels clôturés au 31.12.2002 donnent une image fidèle du 
patrimoine, de la situation financière et des résultats de l’association. 
 
ATTESTATIONS (ET INFORMATIONS) COMPLEMENTAIRES 

 
Nous complétons notre rapport par les attestations (et informa tions) 
complémentaires suivantes qui ne sont pas de nature à modifier la portée de 
l’attestation des comptes annuels : 
 
?? L’association n’est pas soumise à l’obligation de soumettre un rapport de 
gestion à l’assemblée générale. 
?? Sans préjudice d’aspects formels d’importance mineure, la comptabilité est          
tenue et les comptes annuels sont établis conformément aux dispositions légales et 
réglementaires applicables en Belgique. 
?? Nous ne devons vous signaler aucune opération conclue ou décision prise en 
violation des statuts ou de la loi sur les associations sans but lucratif.  L’affectation 
des résultats qui vous est proposée est conforme aux dispositions légales et 
statutaires. 
  
 
 
     Bruxelles, le 12 juin 2003. 

 
 
 
S.C.P.R.L. Fernand Maillard, 
Commissaire, 
représentée par Fernand Maillard, 
Reviseur. 
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