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GreenFacts 2003 Conference
Closing Statement by Jacques de Selliers

Ladies and Gentlemen, good afternoon.

As the General Manager of GreenFacts Foundation, I would like to thank you all for being here. If this conference is a success, it is thanks to each of you, to your active participation and to your constructive inputs, notably during the morning workshops.

Of course, we have special thanks for this afternoon speakers, namely Grant Lawrence, Michael Williams, Jody Lanard, Wendy Goldstein and Jacques de Gerlache, but also for our moderator Willy de Backer, for the moderators and raporteurs of this morning’s workshop, for David Zaruk and the GreenFacts team who worked hard to organize this conference, for the conference sponsors EurActiv.com and the Atomium asbl, and finally, for the many people who crossed countries and even continents  to join us today.

Many very interesting statements were made during this conference, including:

· That the so called scientific consensus is not an absolute, but that it is an evolving target and that it can also sometimes be tainted, notably by personal agendas of some scientists.

· That science is only one of the elements that have to be taken into account into political decisions, amongst other important factors such as social and economic aspects, public perception and the determination of lobbies and advocacy groups.

However I remain convinced that science is still the best available ground on which to base the dialogue between groups representing different views and conflicting interests. Better communication of the current state of science will enable a more constructive dialogue and lead to policy decisions that will be better for the mankind and its environment and health.

This is why GreenFacts was founded some two years ago, with this objective: provide unbiased, faithful summaries of the best reference documents to non-specialist stakeholders and opinion leaders. Today, more than ever, we are convinced that it is filling a very necessary gap. And the growing success of the GreenFacts website certainly confirms it. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, this conference is the official public launch of the GreenFacts website. May I invite you to meet up in the Atomium upper ball and drink together to it growing success.

Thank you very much.
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